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This work is a cri@cal analysis of Sikh literature from a feminist perspec@ve. It begins with 
Guru Nanak's vision of Transcendent Reality and concludes with the mys@cal journey of Rani 
Raj Kaur, the heroine of a modern Punjabi epic. The eight chapters of the book approach the 
Sikh vision of the Transcendent from historical, scriptural, symbolic, mythological, roman@c, 
existen@al, ethical and mys@cal perspec@ves. Each of these discloses the centrality of the 
woman, and show convincingly that Sikh Gurus and poets did not want the feminine 
principle to serve merely as a figure of speech or literary device; it was intended rather to 
pervade the whole life of the Sikhs. The present work bolsters the claim that literary symbols 
should be translated into social and poli@cal reali@es, and in so doing puts a valuable 
feminist interpreta@on on a religious tradi@on which has remained rela@vely unexplored in 
scholarly literature. 
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The Punjab--an area now divided between Pakistan and India--experienced significant 
economic growth under Bri@sh rule from the second half of the nineteenth century. This 
expansion was founded on the construc@on of an extensive network of canals in the western 
parts of the province. The ensuing agricultural se]lement transformed the previously barren 
area into one of the most important regions of commercial agriculture in South Asia. 
Nevertheless, Imran Ali argues that colonial strategy distorted the development of what 
came to be called the "bread basket" of the Indian subcon@nent. This comprehensive survey 
of Bri@sh rule in the Punjab demonstrates that colonial policy making led to many of the 
socio-economic and poli@cal problems currently plaguing Pakistan and Indian Punjab. 

Subordina@ng developmental goals to its poli@cal and military impera@ves, the colonial state 
cooperated with the dominant social classes, the members of which became the major 
beneficiaries of agricultural coloniza@on. Even while the rulers tried to use the vast 
resources of the Punjab to advance imperial purposes, they were themselves being used by 
their collaborators to advance implacable private interests. Such processes effec@vely 
retarded both na@onalism and social change and resulted in the con@nued backwardness of 
the region even aaer the departure of the Bri@sh. 
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This book examines how, over colonial @mes, the diverse prac@ces and customs of an 
exis@ng rural universe—with its many forms of livelihood—were reshaped to create a new 
agrarian world of se]led farming. While focusing on Punjab, India, this pathbreaking analysis 
offers a broad argument about the workings of colonial power: the fantasy of imperialism, it 
says, is to make the universe afresh. 
 
Such radical change, Neeladri Bha]acharya shows, is as much conceptual as material. 
Agrarian coloniza@on was a process of crea@ng spaces that conformed to the demands of 
colonial rule. It entailed establishing a regime of categories—tenancies, tenures, proper@es, 
habita@ons—and a framework of laws that made the change possible. Agrarian coloniza@on 
was in this sense a deep conquest. 
 
Colonialism, the book suggests, has the power to revisualize and reorder social rela@ons and 
bonds of community. It alters the world radically, even when it seeks to preserve elements 
of the old. The changes it brings about are simultaneously cultural, discursive, legal, 
linguis@c, spa@al, social, and economic. Moving from intent to ac@on, concepts to prac@ces, 
legal enactments to court ba]les, official discourses to folklore, this book explores the 
conflicted and dialogic nature of a transforma@ve process. 
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This book presents an analysis of poli@cal persecu@on and viola@on of human rights of the 
Sikhs in Punjab. 


